Habitats Lesson
General Objective: Students will learn about wildlife habitat needs.
Specific Objectives: Discover:

· Making an observation notebook,
· Observing wildlife species,

· Recording data, and

· Writing a story about your observations.
Time: One hour
Resources needed: 4-H 904, pp 2-3. Paper and pencil
Activity: Learn about wildlife habitat and observation.
Discussion – 5 minutes:

· Ask students “What is an animal’s habitat?” 
· Explain that an animal’s habitat must provide food, water, shelter, and space.  
· Different animals require different types of food, shelter, and water.

· Example: Grasslands will provide the best habitat for some animals, while wetlands or woodlands will provide the best home for other animals.

Activity – 10 minutes:

· Photocopy page 2 for this activity

· Have each student choose three of their favorite species.
· They may pick any species they want

· In one box show good habitat, and in the other show poor habitat for their three species.

Observation – 30 minutes:
· You can learn a lot by simply observing animals in their natural habitat.
· Note their behavior, surroundings, and food.

· Taking notes in a journal will help you remember what you saw.

· Have the students go to a local wildlife habitat and observe what species they see for 30 minutes.
· Students should write down what they observe in a journal or in an observation table.

· Attached is an observation table if you would like to provide more structure for your students.
Alternative Activity – 20 minutes:
· If you can not participate in an outdoor observation activity photocopy page 3.

· There is a game for your students to play individually.
· You will need dice for this activity.

· Have each student pick their favorite animal species.

· They will then live the life of their animal over the year.

· For each role of the dice have the students log in the chart what happens to their animal during each month.

· Students should then write a story about what happened to their animal over the year.
Reference (4-H manual): 4-H Wildlife Manual, Level B (4-H 904)

Academic Standards:
	Page
	Activity
	Grade
	English
	Science

	2-3
	Habitat
	5th
	1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 4.5, 4.8, 4.9, 4.10, 5.5, 6.3, 6.6, 6.7
	1.1, 2.4, 4.4, 4.5

	
	
	6th
	4.8, 4.9, 4.10, 5.6, 6.4, 6.5
	1.2


Observation Table
Location:_______________________________________________

Date:_____________________________________
	Animal
	Food Sources
	Shelter
	Water Sources
	Home Range

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Habitat Worksheet

Instructions:  Write your responses in complete sentences.

1. What different types of habitats exist in your state?
2. What different food sources are used by animals near where you live?
3. How does good habitat allow an animal to elude a predator?
4. What types of shelter does your favorite animal use?
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More? Click on Lesson Plans at: http://www.four-h.purdue.edu/natural_resources/resources.html
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