What Makes Weather?
General Objective: Students will learn the three major factors that make up our weather.
Specific Objectives: Discover:
· Air movement
· Water cycle
· Learning about temperature
· Interpreting weather information
Time: One Hour
Resources needed: 4-H 346, pp 2. A handheld weather vane, a thermometer, and copies of the attached worksheet
Activity: Students will learn what makes our weather and do basic observations.
Discussion – 10 minutes:

· Ask the students what they think makes up our weather.
· Write down their ideas on the classroom board.

Activity – 20-30 minutes:
· Explain to the students that weather is formed by three main things.
· Air is the first part; discuss how air impacts our weather.

· Water is the second part; discuss how water impacts our weather.

· Heat is the final part; discuss how heat impacts our weather.

· After discussing the three parts of weather have the students go outside and have a seat on the ground.

· Use your hand held wind vane to find the wind direction. Ask the students what direction the wind is blowing. If the students are having a hard time finding the wind direction, help them by finding north first.

· Have the students look at the ground and talk about how the lack or abundance of water is impacting the ground.
· Use the thermometer to find the current temperature. You can show the students how the temperature can change by placing the thermometer in a class of ice water and then hold it between your two fingers. Allow the students to see how the thermometer changes and read what temperature it currently shows.

Reference (4-H manual): Weather-Level 1 Manual: Weather Watchers (4-H 346)
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 What Makes Weather Worksheet

Instructions:  Write your responses in complete sentences.

1. Explain what you think makes weather.
2. Predict what you would find if you studied your weather for a week.
3. Why do we have different seasons and climates on the planet?
4. Can there be weather on the moon?
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More? Click on Lesson Plans at: http://www.four-h.purdue.edu/natural_resources/resources.html
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