In the Tree’s House
General Objective: Students will learn about forest habitats and the organisms in those habitats.
Specific Objectives: Discover:

· Identifying forest habitats,

· Acquiring and evaluating information,

· Describing different forest organisms, and

· Recording data.

Time: One hour
Resources needed: 4-HCCS BU-08038, pp 18, 19. Make photocopies of page 18 and the attached worksheet, identification books, and pencils.
Activity: Identifying forest habitats and the organisms that live within them.
Discussion – 5 minutes:

· Ask students what they know about forest habitats.
· Do any of them have a tree house?

· Do they think it would be fun to live in a tree?
· Explain that there are many organisms that live in trees.
Activity – 20-30 minutes:
· Pass out copies of the page 18 to the students.
· Students should complete page 18 while observing a single tree. 

· On the back of the paper have the students draw a close up section of the tree.

· Students need to record what they saw and why that organism lives in the tree.

· Be sure to provide time for each student and then bring the class back together in the classroom.

· Discuss their results and collect their papers.

· Assign attached worksheet and collect when they are done.

Reference (4-H manual): Forestry-Level 1 Manual: Follow the Path (4-HCCS BU-08038)
Academic Standards:
	Page
	Activity
	Grade
	English
	Science

	18-19
	In the Tree’s House
	3rd 
	1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 4.4, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, 6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 6.7
	1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 2.3

	
	
	4th 
	1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 4.10, 4.11, 6.1, 6.7, 6.8
	1.1, 1.2

	
	
	5th
	1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 4.8, 4.9, 4.10, 6.6, 6.7
	1.1, 2.4


 In the Tree’s House Worksheet

Instructions:  Write your responses in complete sentences.

1. What different kinds of living things did you find in your trees?
2. What might happen to the living things if their homes were damaged?

3. Why is it important for us to protect the trees that live in our forests?
4. What can you do to help keep the organisms’ homes safe in your tree?
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More? Click on Lesson Plans at: http://www.four-h.purdue.edu/natural_resources/resources.html
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