
 

Dr. William “Bill” J. Stadelman (1917-2007) was respected worldwide as an 

expert and a leader in the poultry industry. A native of Orchards, Washington, Bill 

received a bachelor's degree from Washington State University in 1940. He 

received his Masters of Science Degree at Penn State University in 1942. 

Following WWII, Bill returned to Penn State University, receiving his Ph.D. Degree 

in 1948. He served in the United States Navy from 1942-1946, seeing action in the 

Atlantic theater and achieving the rank of Second Lieutenant. He remained in the 

Naval Reserve until 1967, retiring with the rank of Captain. Dr. Stadelman taught 

at Washington State University until he joined the faculty of the Poultry Science 

Department at Purdue University in 1955. He taught poultry science, animal 

science, and food science courses there until his retirement in 1983. Following retirement, Dr. 

Stadelman was Professor Emeritus, keeping active as a consultant to the poultry industry and in the 

Institute of Food Technologists, his professional organization. He authored or co-authored more than 

230 refereed publications, 133 abstracts, two textbooks, and numerous book chapters. He also held 

patents for a deviled egg process and an aerosol spray for egg preservation. Dr. Stadelman is known to 

many as the "father of poultry products technology" because many of his students have emerged as 

leaders in industry, government, and academic poultry programs. Dr. Stadelman's 50-year academic 

career played a major role in the science-based evolution of the U.S. poultry industry and contributed 

greatly to the phenomenal rise in worldwide poultry meat consumption during the past two decades. 

Dr. Stadelman received many honors, including election to the American Poultry Hall of Fame, selection 

as invited speaker at the 1990 International Egg Commission Meeting, the Ralston Purina Teaching 

Award from the Poultry Science Association, the Food Scientist of the Year award from the Philadelphia 

section of the Institute of Food Technologists (IFT), and president of Phi Tau Sigma international food 

science honorary society. He was also honored as a fellow by the Poultry Science Association, the 

Institute of Food Technologists, and the American Association for the Advancement of Science. He was 

listed in "Who's Who in America". In 2000, Dr. Stadelman was recognized by Penn State University with 

an Outstanding Alumnus Award by the College of Agriculture Sciences. The Department of Food Science 

at Purdue University recognized Bill's career and gave him an Outstanding Food Science Award in its 

inaugural year. Bill also received a Sagamore of the Wabash award from the Governor of Indiana in 

1988, the state's highest civilian honor.  


